It is envisaged that the Eco Schools Program will be launched in earnest in January. Orlaith Ringrose will coordinate with Ms. O’Reilly to discuss possible ways in which we can all be of help. Well done to the school and to Ms. O’Reilly!

Operation Christmas Child (Samaritans purse) 

Over 70 shoe boxes, filled with Christmas gifts, were collected from the school and 40 more from the locality.  Thanks to everyone for their generosity and special thanks to Orla Heffernan and Sheila Lynch who coordinated this effort and delivered the boxes.
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Art Exhibition



Last week a local professional artist, Nicola Henley, came to the school and worked with the children on their paintings for the “This Is Where We Live“ art exhibition. This will be held on Sunday 9th December, from 11am-4pm in the Parish Hall. We are hoping that the exhibition will be an opportunity for all members of the community to meet one another.  We are enclosing invitations for you and your children to distribute to a neighbour (that perhaps you have been meaning to introduce yourself to!) that does not have kids currently attending the school.  

Refreshments will be available on the day and we would be very grateful to anyone who would like to make a small contribution of home baking! Please contact Maura or Anna. A framing service has been arranged and orders can placed at the exhibition.
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During the week beginning 10th December, we will be asking the children to bring in non-perishable food items to fill a basket for Clare Care Food Appeal. Please ensure that any food items are well within their sell-by date. We feel it’s important to raise awareness among the children during the run-up to Christmas of families who are not so fortunate at this time of year.
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As mentioned in last month’s newsletter, Ogonnelloe Hurling Club has kindly agreed to make their car park available for school parking once repair works have been completed. We will be sending out more information on this in the near future.

Road Safety

A letter on the issue of road safety in Ogonnelloe was sent on behalf of the Parents Association to Clare Co. Council, all Clare TDs and Councillors, as well as the Superintendent of Killaloe Garda Station.  We have had positive feedback and will keep you informed of any progress on this.
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Ms. Joyce O’Reilly is the co-ordinator for the Eco Schools Program in the school.  As part of this program the school will work towards achieving the “Green Flag” which is awarded by An Taisce. This is recognised as quite an achievement for a school and recognises that a school has reached a high standard of environmental awareness and practice. To date, few schools have attained this Green Flag but while striving to attain it valuable environmental good practice has been enforced.  

 To this end Ms. O’Reilly has applied to the County Council for the “Eco Package” which will kick start the Program. This package will include a can crusher, a brick moulder (both of which deal with treatment of recyclable/ recycled materials) and an energy meter (which deals with energy consumption). These will be demonstrated to the pupils and will increase both their awareness of and vocabulary around environmental activities.

 Presently there are compost bins in the school to contain compostable waste (namely for fruit consumed at snack and lunch time). It must be said that both the school grounds and interior are always in impeccable condition and this of course breeds an atmosphere of respect towards our surroundings.

