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Dear Parents/Guardians,

It is hard to believe that we are approaching mid-term already. The children are well settled by now and are ready for a break!! Thank you for all your support and assistance in achieving this. 

New Set Down Arrangements

Thank you for your co-operation with the new set down arrangements at the school gate in the mornings. A special Thank You to the members of the Parents Association who have been on hand to assist in the implementation of this system. As with all things new, there are always teething issues. If you have a comment on the new system, please let one of the Parent Association committee members know so that your opinion can be fed to the Board of Management for consideration and review.

We still have some concerns regarding the bus, particularly when children are being dropped off. Please be on the alert for children moving about while in the vicinity.

If a childminder, relative or neighbour is bringing or collecting your child from school, please ensure that they are familiar with our safety measures.

Rainy Mornings

Do remind your child/ren to wait in the shelter until the bell rings on rainy mornings. We will endeavour to allow children into the school as quickly as possible on such mornings. 

Hometime

All pupils are supervised as far as the school boundary after dismissal at 2.40pm. Your child/ren should know who is collecting them, if they are not travelling by bus. Do endeavour to collect your child on time. It has happened that children have become quite distressed when they are not met. If your child is travelling on the bus, do remind them to wear their seat-belt! 

Road Safety 
We will be making a concerted effort during November to encourage road and travel safety awareness with our pupils. Watch out for the Seatbelt Sheriffs and know the Safe Cross Code!!

Evacuation Call.

We are practised in evacuating the school building in a speedy and orderly manner through fire-drill practices. However, in the event of a real emergency, what then? Having given some consideration to this issue, the staff and I have requested some assistance from the Parents Association to help in undertaking an emergency evacuation of the school property should the need, God forbid, ever arise. They have responded by assigning designated parents from each class whom the school may contact. They, in turn, will contact the remaining parents of the class to alert them to the situation at the school. This will free the staff to care for the children and attend to the emergency situation. These designated parents will be in touch with you in due course. I encourage you to co-operate with this plan. We sincerely hope that we will never have to put it into action. However, it is always good practice to be prepared…

Dates to remember

The date for Confirmation is set for April 23rd 2010. There will be no school for sixth class that day, and early closing at 12pm for other pupils. The date for First Holy Communion is Sunday May 23rd.

Puppet Show 

On October 8th pupils from 1st & 2nd classes attended a Puppet Show entitled ‘Barry the Bully’.  This was held in Scariff Library and was a very enjoyable and informative outing for this age group.

School Garden

The school garden project was immensely successful in achieving its aims this year, and our sincere thanks to all who made it happen. It produce has been harvested, some seeds saved and it is now prepared for the winter by the pupils of third and fourth classes, assisted by their teacher Ms Caulfield and parent Elaine Mc Keogh. The children wish to thank Elaine for all the help she has given to them in the garden.
Féile Eile
The pupils of Third and Fourth class have been invited by the organisers of Féile Eile to take-part in their opening ceremony on Friday October 23rd at 9.30am. They will be performing a play titled ‘Telling Tales’. They will join Third and Fourth class pupils of Ballina, Boher, Bridgetown and Killaloe schools. Parents are welcome to attend this ceremony in Ballina NS school hall. Various events exploring the arts are organised for children during the course of the weekend. 

Hurling

There is no Hurling training this Thursday, it is not concluded.  A special thank you to our coach Peter Casey and his able assistants Reggie Quinn & William O’Brien.  Hurling will re commence again in the springtime.

MS Readathon

Pupils of Third and Fourth classes are participating in the MS Readathon. The purpose of this is to encourage children to read, while helping to raise money to provide much needed services for people and families living with Multiple Sclerosis. Thank you for your support in this.

Communications

Thank you to all who helped us ensure that we have up-to-date contact details for all pupils. Our Text-a-Parent service is up and running, and so is our school website.

Healthy Eating

Ogonnelloe NS adheres to a healthy eating policy. We are duty bound to teach our pupils about healthy eating habits as part of the SPHE curriculum. Healthy eating is promoted for every child’s health and well-being. The best way to instil healthy habits is to practice them daily. We commend all parents who support us in this. 

As a staff we strongly believe that we must continue to adhere to our current policy in the best interest of all pupils. If your child has a particular requirement on health grounds, please speak to the class teacher regarding your issue. 

May we wish you all a well-deserved break from routine next week. (Mid term Monday 26th – Friday 30th October – school re opens Monday 2nd November at 9am)

Oíche Shamhna faoi mhaise agaibh!
