Ogonnelloe National School Parents’ Association

Summary of Events 2008 - 2009

This year's committee was Eleanor Walsh (Chairperson), Anna McElhinney (Secretary), Maura Kinahan (Treasurer), Orlaith Ringrose, Diane Sheedy, Fiona Keane, John Dwan, Annette Rowan, Una Keegan, Sheila Lynch, Gary Walsh.

From the funds gathered over previous years and a Clár grant, the outside of the school was given a real spruce up.  The lines on the tennis court and basketball court were repainted, a job which hadn't been done for about ten years, and hopefully will last for another ten!  The fencing around the courts had become a real safety issue, with bits of wire sticking out, so all of that was replaced.  The flooring of the playground, which was grass, was replaced by an all weather surface and can be now used all year round.  

The Samaritans Purse programme of giving a shoe box of gifts to underprivileged children was expertly organised by Annette and helpers and was very successful with 82 boxes and €300 collected.  Well done to all the children who put special efforts into making the boxes a real Christmas treat.  Parents were very generous in their donations to the food appeal and children sold lots of tickets for the raffle.  Thank you.

At Christmas, a school birthdays calendar for 2009 became the artistic showcase for our children.  It has a self portrait of all the students at the school and also has the school calendar pre-printed.  There are useful contacts of local businesses at the end of each page which we hope that you will be able to give some business to.   This was almost single-handedly organised by Anna and was a good fundraiser for the school.  We hope that you are enjoying it!

Also at Christmas, the school staff and children performed a beautiful Carol Service which was a really memorable evening of music, song and story.  It was followed by a very enjoyable, sociable evening in the Parish Hall.  A DVD of the carol service was also produced – to be hidden away and dug out again to embarrass students in future family events, no doubt!

The Irish Dancing classes in the Parish Hall were a big success with great credit going to Joanne Allen for her wonderful enthusiasm and skills.  There were about 30 children taking lessons and some adults too.  On the final weekend, there was a Céilí where these new students danced, more advanced dancers from the school exhibited their skills and we had a fabulous set dance from some of the locals who really showed us how the professionals do it!  It was a great evening.

Along with these events in the spring there was the Easter raffle in aid of Trócaire, Colours Day, and Table Quiz.    The First Holy Communion Party, organised by Diane and third class parents, was on a beautiful sunny Sunday, and again was the envy of many visitors as they experienced a great welcome in Ogonnelloe.  Also, the web site www.ogonnelloens.com was launched which is a great resource for us parents so that we can keep up to date with school activities.

Another highlight of the year was the work done by the children, teachers and artist Jane Seymour which culminated in a Ceramics Exhibition at the hall.  The quality of the work was outstanding and the attendance at the event was huge.  The hall was transformed into a banquet hall by Reggie and her team, who did a terrific job.  The costs were part funded by an Arts Council Grant from Clare County Council.

The school was selected by Coillte to receive some trees for National Tree Week.  These are a welcome addition to the lovely garden area which was ably looked after by Ms Horkan and the kids of third and fourth class with the expert help of Elaine.  Thanks to all of you who took a week's rota of looking after it during the summer holidays!

From a sporting perspective, we ended the years activities on another sunny day, (amazingly!) with the sports day, which children (of all ages!) thoroughly enjoyed.  Check out the web site for great photos of this day.  The insurance was sorted out for the Sports Club and twelve families joined.  So, over the summer, parents, children and community members were able to enjoy the tennis court and outdoor sporting facilities at the school.

Outstanding activities are our application under the Environment Agenda21 scheme to provide a grant to build an outdoor classroom.   Also, earmarked for December 4th is a fashion event/parents' night out in aid of the school.  We had to provisionally book the date in advance of the new committee being elected, so a final decision to proceed with it will be decided by them.  Finally, discussions have taken place between the Chairperson of the Parents' Association, the Principal and the Chairperson of the Board of Management, to look in earnest at the total funds we could avail of from the Department of Education and Science, and what we would need to raise as a community, to build the multi-purpose hall and extra rooms needed in our school.  We'll keep you posted!

