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31st August 2009

Dear Parents,










Welcome back to everyone, particularly our new Junior Infants and all our newly enrolled students. We hope that you will be happy in our school and that your time with us will be beneficial and productive for you. Welcome to all our staff. Best wishes to Miss O’Dea who has left us. Mrs Horkan will be teaching Fifth & Sixth class and Miss Caulfield will be taking Third & Fourth class this year.

Due to falling numbers, the DES has instructed the BOM to close our special class for pupils with ASD. We thank the community of Ogonnelloe for their support to this class since its inception. 

Some Reminders as we begin another school year:

· The school is open to receive pupils at 9:00am. Junior Infants may be collected from outside their classroom at 11:45am for the first two weeks only, (until Friday Sept 11th). From then on, Junior Infants home time will be at 1:40pm, as it is for Senior Infants. Pupils from First to Sixth classes finish the day at 2:40pm.  Please continue to respect these times. Note that if a pupil is not in school when the morning attendance roll is taken, that pupil will be marked as absent for that day.

· Please advise us of your child’s absences from school in writing, and keep in mind the 20 day rule!

· Remember that we adhere to a healthy eating policy in this school. Sweets, chocolate, crisps (etc) and fizzy drinks are not allowed. Neither is chewing gum.

· The pupil personal accident insurance scheme is up for renewal again. Information re this is attached. This is a very worthwhile scheme and I recommend that you consider it carefully. If you wish to have your child/ren included, please fill in the attached form(s) and return it to the school with the appropriate fee for each child…E5 to cover school activities only, E8 for 24 hour cover. If you are paying by cheque, please make cheques payable to Ogonnelloe NS.

· Please check that we have up to date names and contact details for persons we may need to contact in the event of an emergency. Also, if you have changed your own details, please inform the school so that we can update our records.

· Our first staff meeting will be held on Wednesday September 9th next. This is a special meeting for all staff, and on this occasion, we request that all pupils be collected at 1:30 pm. (Juniors may be collected at 11:45am as usual for that week).

· A calendar of dates of school closures, meetings and school events will be sent to you shortly.

· Regarding precautions for Pandemic Influenza A (H1 N1), schools have been advised to operate normally, unless advised otherwise by their local public health (HSE) department. Following the most up to date advice with regard to the Pandemic H1N1, our school is taking steps to encourage and facilitate everyday actions that can help prevent the spread of this pandemic flu and be able to respond to symptoms and possible cases of this flu. This will involve raising awareness regarding appropriate use of tissues for sneezes and hand washing practice. We ask that parents help by providing their children with tissues coming to school, and ensure that the children know the basic steps to respiratory hygiene and cough etiquette, as advised by the HSE. Information is widely available on HSE leaflets and on websites such as www.swineflu.ie, www.hpsc.ie and www.dohc.ie. If you have any suspicion that your child may have contracted influenza H1 N1, please follow the HSE advice and keep your child at home. Also, let the school know as soon as you can.

· In addition, The BOM and Parents Association are facilitating a meeting in the school on Thursday September 3rd next at 7pm. 

Ms Caoimhe Cannon, Pharmacist, will speak on these matters on behalf of our local HSE. All parents are encouraged to attend. 

If you have any queries, please feel free to contact the school. Joanne, our secretary, will be happy to help you and will be available Monday to Friday until September 4th.  From then, she will normally be able to assist you on Monday, Wednesday and Fridays.  At other times, the phone answering service will record your message, and messages are checked regularly throughout the day.

Le gach dea ghuí,

__________________

Marie Roberts, Principal.

