Minutes of Ogonnelloe National School Parents’ Association 
Annual General Meeting, held on Monday, 22nd September 2008
Present: Aidan Kelly, Siobhan Kelly, John Dwan, Ray Hickey, Dermot Dinan, Brigid Dinan, Sarah Heaney, Francis McNulty, Marie Roberts, Brid Vaughan, Elaine McKeogh, Nancy Walsh, Fiona Keane, Lorraine O’Connell, Una Keegan, Annette Rowan, Orlaith Ringrose, Rosie Leahy Roche, Ger O’Brien, Eleanor Skelly, Ailish Daly, Eleanor Walsh (chairperson), Maura Kinahan (treasurer), Anna McElhinney (secretary).

Apologies: Diane Sheedy, Reggie Quinn, Sheila Lynch
Eleanor thanked everyone for attending and invited Anna to give the Secretary’s report first.

Secretary’s report – Anna McElhinney

Last year’s AGM minutes were read out and approved (proposed by John Dwan and seconded by Lorraine O’Connell).  The National Parents Council, to which our Parents’ Association is affiliated, was mentioned as a resource for parents, particularly through their website and training courses. Special training is given for those interested in participating in a Parents’ Association committee or school Board of Management.

Chairperson’s Report – Eleanor Walsh

On matters arising from last year’s AGM, some had been progressed a great deal such as the car parking issue and traffic calming advocacy. Some activities had not taken place such as the book fair. The issue of children wearing seatbelts on the school bus has improved and there are older children nominated as supervisors who are to remind the other children to wear seatbelts. Computer and IT equipment has been acquired by the school and Parents’ Association and the website is in the process of being set up, with the help of parents Brian and Loretta Mooney.
Events and activities during the last school year were summarised in the letter of invitation to this meeting and will be available on the website but some were given a special mention: the Art Exhibition, Reggie Quinn and her team of helpers were thanked for transforming the hall for that occasion; the school garden – Elaine and John McKeogh were thanked for the exceptional contribution they made to get the garden up and running; and Sports Day, which was so thoroughly enjoyed by the children, the result of a great effort by many helpers both before and on the day.  It was noted that there was, for the first time, an additional insurance requirement stipulated by the GAA’s insurers, for the use of the Hurling Club’s field by third parties. The cost of this was €120 for the one event whereas the insurance for the Parents’ Association’s activities throughout the year was €140. Different options may have to be looked at such as an alternative venue or reinstating the sports club insurance.
Four different grants had been availed of: an Arts Grant for the artist who worked with children and staff towards the art exhibition, the grant awarded for trees through Seedsavers, the author’s visit with the Writers in Residence scheme and the promised traffic calming measures with Clare County Council.

The committee were thanked for their hard work throughout the year and special thanks were given to Anna McElhinney (secretary) and Maura Kinahan (treasurer). Two parents who are not in the committee were highlighted as having been particularly helpful on many occasions: Ailish Daly and Alvaro Ramirez.  Ms Olivia Horkan was thanked for all her support while she was Acting Principal last year as well as all the school staff.  Mr Ger O’Brien, chairman of the Board of Management, was thanked for his openness and inclusion on all matters regarding the school.  Joanne Allen, the School Secretary and Michael Ryan, School Caretaker, were thanked for their willingness to help whenever asked.

Treasurer’s Report – Maura Kinahan

An income and expenditure account sheet was distributed at the meeting and was read out. There was also a more detailed account available of the bigger events’ finances. Total income for the period September 07 to June 08 was €3942.62, expenditure €3408.16. The surplus of €534.46 plus opening balance of €726.77 gave a closing balance of €1261.23.  Monies raised for different charities throughout the year were also detailed.
Principal’s Report -  Marie Roberts
Ms Roberts has recently returned to the school after maternity leave and she was impressed with what had been achieved, particularly the school garden, and the committee were commended for their work. With the €700 donation from the Parents’ Association last year, computer software had been purchased for each class and the remainder would be spent on high quality fine art books, as part of the Visual Arts Programme, to enhance the children’s appreciation of fine art.  

Ms Eimear O’Dea will coordinate the website with Brian Mooney.
The Eco-schools initiative at the school has been started and it is hoped will gather momentum this year.  Each room has a different project and will concentrate on the theme of waste management.  The new Scariff Library will be used as a resource for the children and it is hoped to arrange visits during the year; the Parents’ Association will be contacted if help is needed for these trips.

In sports, hurling is due to resume in the next couple of weeks for about 10 weeks. It is hoped that tag rugby, tennis and basketball will also be taught during the year as well as swimming or some other type of water sports, possibly including water safety classes.

Parents’ help was requested with the task of repainting the interior of the school, perhaps around Easter time. Also the tennis and basketball courts need re-painting as the marking has practically worn away and the fence around the tennis court needs replacing. 

It was suggested that people should ask parents of prospective new pupils for next year to contact the school so that an idea of numbers can be worked with as the school is just a few pupils short of the fourth mainstream teacher level.  It was suggested that this would be put into the Parish Newsletter around January time.

A question was raised about school tours in June, which did not happen for all classes last year. Ms Roberts could not answer for last year as she was on maternity leave but Ms Vaughan said that there had been a lot of other activities going on and that some local trips, such as to Holy Island, had to be cancelled due to bad weather.

Election of Officers

The current Chairperson, Secretary and Treasurer had already agreed to stand for re-election for a second year, which will be their last in office.  In the absence of any other candidates coming forward to stand for election to these posts, they were re-elected as follows:

Chairperson – Eleanor Walsh – proposed by John Dwan and seconded by Eleanor Skelly

Secretary – Anna McElhinney -  proposed by John Dwan and seconded by Eleanor Skelly 

Treasurer  - Maura Kinahan - proposed by John Dwan and seconded by Eleanor Skelly 
It was suggested that another position, that of Public Relations Officer, could be created – to help with writing the Parents’ Association newsletter and liaising with the media for any relevant events.  There were no immediate candidates to stand for election of this post.  New members were invited to join the committee and a sheet was available for anyone who wished to sign up to do so.
Ideas for events/activities for the year
 Initial ideas for events and activities suggested were: production of a school calendar, a  ‘Cakes & Crafts Day’, possibly with the production of a recipe book and to apply for an Arts Grant perhaps for the children to do some pottery.  Ideas were invited from the attendees but none were forthcoming for the moment.
AOB

Una Keegan has been involved with Tidy Towns in Ogonnelloe since activities began in March last year and she reported that Ogonnelloe had done very well in the ‘B’ Category - Tidy Villages. A score of 219 points (out of a possible 400) was achieved in Ogonnelloe’s first year of entry, equalling Bridgetown’s score after 5 years in the competition.  Una suggested that we might like to consider entering the school in the Schools section next year.
Mr Ger O’Brien was introduced by Eleanor and spoke about the great value of our school and all the voluntary effort put into the management of it through the members of the Board of Management.  A new handbook, from the Catholic Primary Schools Management Association (CPSMA) serves as a guide to the rules and regulations of Boards of Management such as that which runs our school.  Their website is also a useful source of information.  Mr O’Brien explained how the membership of the Board is made up and how it functions.  He also stressed that he is always available to talk to parents and can be contacted.  A new Health and Safety Statement is currently being drafted by the Board and will be shared with the Parents’ Association for their comments and feedback 
A comment was made by a parent that it would be helpful to remind children and parents about safety on the school bus as children could be seen standing up and walking around the bus at times.

Eleanor thanked everyone for their participation and closed the meeting, inviting attendees to stay for refreshments.
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