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                                                               21st September 2009

Dear Parents,

Calendar

Attached please find our calendar of school closures for the forthcoming year, in so far as we can plan for the moment. Dates for Confirmation, First Holy Communion, and Staff-Planning day will be communicated to you in due course, as will dates for sports activities and other school and extra curricular activity. 

New Set Down Arrangements at the School Gate.

The Board of Management is to be commended for the continued interest and effort in the quest to provide safe access to the school for pupils, parents and staff. Much work has been carried out at the school gate and staff car-park area. This is near completion now. Parents and guardians are requested to obey the new markings on the road. In particular, please note the one-way system marked out, and also do respect the area marked for the bus and for staff parking. The front of the school is suitable for set down parking only. Parents wishing to park for a longer period are still encouraged to use the GAA car park. 

All pupils must be collected from the GAA car-park after school, except those availing of the bus in the evening and those walking home. Please ensure that anyone collecting your child is aware of this.

Activity in the school

The past weeks have seen the resurrection of a flurry of activity in the school. In addition to settling into the classroom routines, Hurling coaching has commenced, thankfully, in sunshine, for all pupils from first class to sixth class. Speech and drama classes have also resumed on Friday afternoons, and French classes will commence on Tuesday September 29th next.

The school garden is looking resplendent with sunflowers, sweet peas and nasturtiums to name but a few of the flowers in bloom. Thank you to all families who kept it weeded and watered during the summer holidays. The pupils of Third and Fourth classes harvested a terrific crop of potatoes last week, assisted by pupils from the other classes, under the expert direction of Elaine Mc Keogh. We are ever grateful to Elaine for her dedication to our garden project. We hope that every family received a share from this harvest as the potatoes were shared out on Friday last.

Our green school committee are ever active, already surveying our waste disposal habits in the school. They request that where possible we use wrappings and containers that may be recycled when packing our lunches.

In the interest of reducing our carbon footprint, and cutting down on the expense and use of paper a suggestion has been made that newsletters and school news be e-mailed to parents. It may be a suggestion worthy of consideration, and we welcome the views of parents to see if this would be a feasible or welcome option.

Thank you

May I take this opportunity to thank you for your support and co-operation in assisting the school staff in settling the children into their new class routines so well. It is no mean feat to ready a child for the September “back to school” these times, and I applaud you for a job well done! It is very encouraging for us as a school staff to see the children kitted out in their school uniforms, with healthy nourishing lunches, books purchased, covered and labelled, etc. Well done again…do keep it up, as the saying goes…Tús maith, leath na hOibre!!

This also applies to the E35 requested for classroom requisites, art and craft, etc. This is a once off payment to cover the cost of supplies for the year. It covers items such as:

· Cost of paper and card for art, 

· Cost of paper for photocopying and printing,

· Cost of paints, glues, crayons, computer inks 

· The purchase of other art and craft materials, e.g. clay, fabric, etc.

· The purchase of standardised tests in Reading and Maths (or in the case of infants, the infant tests)

· The purchase of materials relating to other subjects, e.g. bulbs and batteries for science, seeds and bulbs and potting compost for nature, etc, etc.

In the case of the infant class, the added E15 covers the cost of all pencils, erasers, sharpeners, crayons, coloured pencils and all copies etc. for the year. There is no need for any infant pupil to bring any of these items to school. Past experience has taught that even when individually labelled, these items get mixed up, mislaid and “lost” in an infant room.

The school recognises that this request may present as a major added expense at a time when many other items need to be paid for. You are welcome to come and speak in confidence to the principal concerning this or indeed any other matter.

The pupil personal insurance is now set up to cover our pupils. 

Parents Association AGM

A reminder that this takes place in the school at 8:30pm on Wednesday 23rd September 2009. All parents are welcome to attend to share views and make suggestions as we plan for the year ahead.

Thank you, as always for your continued support and partnership as we work together to provide the best we can for your child’s education in Ogonnelloe National School.

Le gach dea mhéin,

______________________ 

Marie Roberts, Príomhoide

