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INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 

Dear Parents/Guardians,

A very warm welcome to Ogonnelloe NS. We hope that your child will be extremely happy here.

Our school is a happy and safe place where every child matters. Without your support we cannot succeed so we look forward to working in partnership with you in the interest of your child’s all round learning and personal development.

We have a wonderful staff and you can be assured of our full co-operation and commitment at all times.

Should you have any query or concerns at any time please feel free to come and talk to us.

Beir bua agus beannacht,

Marie Roberts, Príomhoide
THE SCHOOL DAY:

Junior & Senior Infants:

9.20 a.m. – 2.00 p.m.

1st to 6th Class:


9.20 a.m. – 3.00 p.m.

Morning Break:


11.00 a.m. - 11.10 a.m.

Lunch Break:



12.30 p.m. – 1.00 p.m.

PUNCTUALITY AND ATTENDANCE:

The children are expected to be punctual and to attend school everyday. Good school attendance is crucial to your child’s progress.

It should be noted that your child may not enter the school before 9.20 a.m. Children remain the responsibility of their parents/guardians until that time.

We ask that you are on time picking up your child daily. Small children’s trust is shattered if they are left waiting when every other child has been collected.

LINING UP EACH MORNING:

Children line up at the rear door (nearest the infant room) at 9.20 each morning, when the school bell rings.

Children are asked to walk to their line, joining the back of the line and not push their way among others. Walking and lining up is encouraged in the interest of safety and discipline.

SAFETY UNDERPINS EVERYTHING:

The corridor is narrow and cannot accommodate the large volume of traffic that would be involved if all parents/guardians, who accompany their children to school, came inside with their children. In the interests of safety and the fostering of independence children are encouraged to say ‘Good bye’ to their parents /guardians when they join the line. They know their own classroom and are expected to take responsibility for their own coats, bags, and lunches.

Junior Infants may be accompanied by a parent/guardian until they feel secure enough to come in on their own. This often happens more quickly with children, than the parents!

TRAFFIC:

Parents/guardians are urged to park in the Hurling Club car park. Children may then access the school safely. Parents are asked NOT to park at the school gate. 

EARLY HOME GOING:

A signed written consent is necessary if a child has to leave the school during the day. We would urge you not to collect your child early, as it eats into their learning time.

CHILDREN MUST BE COLLECTED BY AN ADULT IF THEY ARE LEAVING SCHOOL EARLY.

UNIFORM

To inculcate pride in their school uniform we expect children to wear their COMPLETE uniform everyday, (this includes school tie). Track-suits and runners are worn on P.E/Swimming/ days only. PE for the infant class usually takes place on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Junior infants may wear the school tracksuit in preference to the school uniform if it is their wish. All pupils wear indoor shoes while inside the building. Junior infants are exempt from this requirement until January of their first year at school.

HELPFUL HINTS:

· Elasticated-waistband trousers are easier for small children to manage than buttons and belts.

· Velcro runners are easier than lace ups.

· Please label all clothing, bags, coats and lunch boxes, as most are identical.

· If there is an upset at home which you think may affect your child’s progress/mood / behaviour in school please inform your child’s teacher or the Principal. This is really helpful for us in understanding your child’s individual needs. (This information will be treated with respect and in confidence.) 

MOBILE PHONES:

Pupils are strictly forbidden to use mobile phones in the school. Pupils who infringe this rule will have their phones confiscated.

HEALTH AND HYGIENE:

Lunches – Choose a lunch box and beaker that can be easily opened. Please label both. As part of our Health Education Programme we have a Healthy Eating Policy. We encourage children to bring a healthy lunch i.e. sandwich, cheese, fruit, yogurt, milk or fruit juice. Nourishing foods are encouraged. Crisps, peanuts, fizzy drinks, junk food and chewing gum ARE NOT ALLOWED. For safety reasons glass bottles are forbidden. 

Note: in order that you know what your child has eaten, each child brings home the remains of their lunch in their lunch box.

LITTER:

We encourage the children to take responsibility for their environment and to be litter conscious. This is a great help in keeping their school tidy. We work towards heightening in them a sense of respect towards the environment.

IMMUNISATION AND SCREENING:

The HSE provides medical and dental screening for school going children. It also provides booster immunisations for childhood diseases to Junior Infant Classes. The local clinic is based in Scarriff.

MEDICATION:

It is the policy of the school not to administer any medications to children. The school will be happy to facilitate Parents/Guardians needing to give medication to their child.

DISABILITIES:

If a child has any physical or health problems the Principal should be informed when the child is being enrolled. Should a problem develop the Principal should be told immediately. In this way appropriate provisions can be put in place.  The above information will be treated with respect and confidence.

CHILDREN UNWELL IN SCHOOL:

When the Principal feels that a child is not well enough for school either as a result of becoming sick or an accident the Parents/Guardians will be contacted immediately.

This highlights the importance of ensuring the school has your correct contact details.

In the event of a serious illness/accident an ambulance will be called and the child will be brought to hospital.

If your address or phone number changes please notify the school so we can amend our records.

INFECTIOUS DISEASE:

Please notify the school if your child is diagnosed with an infectious disease.

HEAD LICE:

Head lice are regular visitors in all schools! So check your child’s hair regularly (i.e. at least once a week) for head lice. Please report it to the school so that we can alert others. Lotions and shampoos are readily available from your local pharmacy.

ABSENCE AND SICKNESS:

As we have already stated, regular attendance is crucial to your child’s progress. However, children do, from time to time, get sick.

In accordance with the Educational Welfare Act the school has a duty to report any child who has missed 20 days or more in one academic year. The Principal has no discretion in this.

 Parents/Guardians are now obliged by law to provide a written explanation on their child’s absence to the school.

If your child has a particular health problem e.g. eyesight, hearing, toilet related problem, asthma etc. please inform the school.

DO NOT SEND A SICK CHILD TO SCHOOL.  If your child is too sick to go to yard he/she is too sick to come to school. Exceptions are made in the case of ongoing or chronic illness and limb injuries. Otherwise all children are expected to go to yard as it is a vital part of social interaction.

Starting School

THE FIRST DAYS:

Start with a good breakfast. Come to school on time. Bring your child to their class line outside the school door (nearest their classroom). Give a hug, say good-bye, give an assurance that you will collect him/her at the proper time.

Then leave! Almost all children are busy and happy within minutes of their parents leaving.

For the first two weeks your child will have a short day so give a small healthy lunch.

New Infants are usually very tired when they start school first, so please help them by making sure they go to bed early.

From the third week of September the children will be in school for the full infant day;

9.20 a.m. – 2.00 p.m.

At 2.00 p.m. parents may collect their children outside the school entrance beside their classroom door.

Please ensure you are on time. Your child’s ability to separate from you will be enhanced if they know you will be there on time.

Please wait for your child’s turn to come out.

THE FIRST YEAR:

Starting school is a milestone in the life of your child.

You can help to make this transaction easier for your child by providing safe opportunities for him/her to spend time away from you and with other children in order to learn how to share and take turns.

All children are different:

In school we encourage each child to do his/her best through individual, group and whole class activities. All children learn at their own pace. Just as children walk and talk at different stages, they also read and write when they are ready.

 “Mol an oige agus tiocfaidh said” – “Praise the young and they will flourish”.

Nowhere is this more crucial than in their first faltering steps to independence.

HELP YOUR CHILD TO BE INDEPENDENT by training him/her:

1. To use the toilet, wash and dry hands without help.

2. To put on and take off his/her coat and do and undo buttons and zips.

3. To open and close schoolbags, lunch boxes and drink containers.

4. To use a tissue/handkerchief when needed.

5. To recognise his/her own belongings.

WAYS YOU CAN HELP YOUR CHILD TO GROW:

· Give your child time, spend time together.

· Talk to your child and encourage him/her.

· Listen attentively to your child.

· Read and enjoy stories together. Talk about the story.

· Repeat Nursery Rhymes.

· Identify colours and shapes.

· Provide paper, crayons and paints for colouring and scribbling.

· Provide jigsaws, lego, play dough etc. 

· Help him/her to cut out using safe scissors.

· Allow sand and water play.

· Have fun together.

· Praise his/her efforts at every opportunity.

· Don’t criticise.

If children feel you have confidence in them they will feel they can achieve.

In short, do as little to or for your child and as much with your child as possible.

Education is a life long journey. We want your child’s first steps to be as positive as possible. Join us as we walk the path of learning together.

Some Final Notes:

The focus of the first weeks in September is for the children to settle into a routine that will enable them to become happy learners. They will be introduced gradually and informally to the various subjects of the curriculum, often as games or as stories. 

 Formal homework for junior infants will not start until later in the term. However, it is vital that you as parents, engage with your child regularly, asking about his/her day, listening to what they say, recite rhymes and jingles at home and read and discuss stories.

 The Learning Support Teacher will assist the class teacher in literacy related activities, hence all pupils in junior infants will avail of early intervention strategies to help them on their road to reading. Typically, the learning-support teacher will take pupils in small groups, allowing each individual child an opportunity to express himself and be heard. Should the class teacher or learning support teacher spot a child struggling in any aspect of literacy development, the parent will be contacted and informed.

CHILDREN LEARN WHAT THEY LIVE.

If a child lives with criticism, he learns to condemn.

If a child lives with hostility, he learns to fight.

 If a child lives with shame, he learns to feel guilty.

If a child lives with tolerance, he learns to be patient.

If a child lives with praise, he learns to appreciate.

If a child lives with fairness, he learns justice.

If a child lives with security, he learns to have faith.

If a child lives with acceptance and friendship,

He learns to find love in the world.
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