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Looking Back

It’s hard to believe that we’ve almost come to the end of the first term. It has been such a busy one.

Library Visits

This term saw all classes in turn from Senior Infants to Sixth class pay a very worthwhile visit to the new Library in Scariff. This is a superb new facility for young and old alike. We wish to acknowledge the generosity of the staff of Scariff Library for facilitating our visits, and for their assistance in showing our pupils around.

Green School

November 5th last was the date that our Green School Committee was formally established. The committee consists of representatives from all partners in the school: staff, parents and pupils from each class in the school. With a brief that focuses on waste-management, separate new bins were purchased for all classrooms where pupils can segregate their waste for recycling. The Green School Committee also organised a poster & logo competition among all children in the school on the theme waste management.  The competition was very well supported and entries were highly creative. Well done to all who took part and to those whose efforts were rewarded with a medal. Our winning logo is ‘Be Proud & Care, Be Green Aware’.

School Garden

Our school garden yielded a rich harvest of vegetables and seeds, which were harvested with great care and attention by the pupils of third and fourth classes, directed expertly by Elaine Mc Keogh.

Recent gardening activity also includes spring bulb planting by all classes, in pots, window boxes and around the school grounds. We look forward to a bloom of crocus, hyacinth, daffodil and tulip in the springtime.

Hurling Training

Our Hurling training sessions ended for the term on December 2nd last. We hope to resume again, after Easter. All pupils have benefited from coaching and training in our National game. We wish to extend a special word of thanks to the parents who helped coach the children, and in particular to William O’Brien and Reggie Quinn. We thank Olivia Horkan for co-ordinating the training sessions on behalf of the school.

School Mass

December 8th was a very special day for the pupils and staff of Ogonnelloe NS. Fr Hugh celebrated mass in the school. The reverence of the occasion reflected the team spirit by pupils and staff involved in the preparations leading up to the celebration of this sacrament. A special thanks to all involved, those who prepared the classroom (altar and seating), the readers, musicians and singers. A very special thank you to Fr Hugh for the manner in which he made the experience relevant to the children.

School Website

The school website is almost ready to roll. We are grateful to Loretta and Brian Mooney for their work on this project. A few details need to be finalised yet, but hopefully it will be up and running for all to view before long.

The Parents Association

The parents association have been very active this term. We applaud them for their work and effort:

· Design and sale of the School “Birthdays” Calendar;

· Raffle for a luxury hamper, generously donated by the Rowan family;

· Collecting for the food hamper for Clarecare;

· Carol singing for concern.

These activities, combined with the Shoe-Box appeal and sundry similar events are terrific opportunities for raising our children’s awareness of the “spirit of giving” at Christmas and of the plight of others relative to themselves.

We also wish to thank to the Walsh family for generously donating a TV to the school recently.

Carol Service

The pupils of Ogonnelloe National School are holding a Carol Service in St Molua’s Church on Wednesday evening next at 7pm. The service, which should last about 45 minutes, retells the Nativity story in verse and song. All pupils must wear their school uniform (including ties) on the night. We request that all pupils are in their seats by 6:50pm to enable us to be ready to start promptly at 7pm. For safety reasons, we request that all parents collect their children from their seats before leaving the church. Seasonal refreshments will be served afterwards in the Parish Hall. Copies of the School “Birthdays” Calendar will also be on sale in the Hall.

We wish to thank Fr Hugh for allowing us to hold the Carol Service in the church. We encourage the children to respect “God’s Holy House”. We ask that parents and friends show good example to the children in this regard on the night.

Seasons Greetings

Our term ends at 12pm on Tuesday 23rd December. (Bus provided). Rumour has it that Santa Claus is hoping to call to the school on that day to thank the children for their hard work and effort during the term!! We will re-open for the Spring Term on Wednesday 7th January at 9:20 am as usual. Please note that our Staff planning day is on Wednesday 14th January, and consequently, there will be no school for pupils on that day.

The Staff of Ogonnelloe NS takes this opportunity to thank all parents for their continued support and co-operation which enables us in our work of providing the best educational experiences we can for your children. 





Nollaig Naofa, 

Beannachtaí Íosa,

Nollaig chroíúil, 

Is Bliain Nua mhaith daoibh go léir

Marie Roberts, Príomhoide.

